Roman Empire Dossiers
How to: 

· Give each group a packet with one of each one dossier. 

· Make sure they fill in the information on each “suspect” before doing the conclusion questions.

-adapted from http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/history/whokilledjesus_1.shtml
www.mrroughton.com
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Name: Caiaphas
Occupation: Jewish High Priest
Affiliations: Sanhedrin, Temple Guards, Roman government
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Motives

Jesus threatened Caiaphas's authority. Caiaphas could not afford to allow any upstart preacher to get away with challenging his authority or starting riots. Caiaphas did not want to lose face. Additionally, as High Priest Caiaphas was responsible for protecting the Jewish faith. He believed that Jesus had threatened that faith when he said the Temple would be destroyed.
Actions

Caiaphas called a meeting of the chief priests and told them that Jesus had to be killed. The priests weren't at all sure about this. If Jesus was killed, there might be riots. Caiaphas convinced them anyway. The Temple guards arrested Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane that night and he was put on trial before the High Court.

Caiaphas then tried to rig the trial. He broke many of the legal rules of the time. First, the trial was held secretly at night though by law it had to be during the day. Second, it was held at Caiaphas’ own house instead of more publically in the council chamber. Still, the trial went badly for Caiaphas. He needed to prove that Jesus had threatened to destroy the Temple, which would have been both treason and an offense against God, but the witnesses couldn't agree on what Jesus had said. So that charge failed. Caiaphas decided to announce that Jesus had spoken blasphemy. The rest of the court agreed - Jesus deserved a death sentence. However, only the Romans could conduct executions. Caiaphas simply could not do it himself so he convinced the Romans to go along by saying Jesus was rebelling against Rome by calling himself a king.
Witness Testimony
“Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, and they schemed to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him.” -Matthew
Personal Testimony
“He [Jesus] stirs up the people, teaching all over Judea, starting from Galilee even as far as this place.”
““He [Jesus] has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy.”

“We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.”

“We have no king but Caesar!”
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Name: Pontius Pilate
Occupation: Roman Prefect of Judea
Affiliations: Roman Army

Motives

Pilate was the Roman leader in the province of Judea. He was desperate to keep the peace. His career in the Roman Empire depended on his running the province smoothly and efficiently. The religious authorities, whose cooperation he needed for a quiet life, wanted him to execute Jesus and there was an angry mob asking for Jesus' blood. To release Jesus would have been likely to cause a riot; Pilate could have lost control of the city, and possibly his job. Pilate sacrificed Jesus to preserve Roman rule and his own career.

Actions
Pilate put Jesus on trial for rebellion. He found no evidence that Jesus interested in a military revolution and certainly wasn’t leading one. He declared Jesus innocent and then offered to set him free. The Jewish leaders, however, kept shouting, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.” Pilate, who generally seemed to hate anyone who wasn’t a Roman like him, normally would just ignore such comments. This time, however, he did not. Jerusalem was packed with visitors due to it being the Passover holiday and he did not want an angry mob on his hands.

So, Pilate commanded that Jesus over be executed via crucifixion. In announcing Jesus’ sentence Pilate tried to save his own reputation (and maybe his conscience) by announcing to the crowd “I am innocent of this man’s blood!” Still, Jesus was crucified on Pilate’s orders. Only the Romans could order execution so any claim of personal innocence by Pilate is hard to accept.
Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: Jesus of Nazareth, the king of the Jews. Then Jesus was crucified.
Witness Testimony
“Pilate was calculating, cruel and brutal.” -Philo
Personal Testimony
“I find no fault with this man [Jesus].”
“You [Jesus] are a king, then!”
“I am innocent of this man’s [Jesus] blood. It is your [Caiaphas] responsibility!”
Name: Jesus of Nazareth

Occupation: Carpenter
Born: Bethlehem, 4 BC

Motive

Jesus was on a mission from God and everything he did was to fulfill that mission. His goal was to fulfill the prophecies found in the Bible and to die to save men from sin.
Actions
In the days before the execution Jesus seemed to deliberately attempt to fulfill the ancient prophecies. For example, he rode into Jerusalem on a donkey as the prophet Zechariah said the savior would nearly 500 years before Jesus. He was cheered by massive crowds of Jews who yelled out “Hosanna!” which means “Save now.” They saw Jesus as their savior.

Shortly after this Jesus visited the Great Temple. This was the most holy place to the Jews – but also a source of money. This greatly bothered Jesus. He entered the temple and starting flipping over the tables of the bankers who had set up shop inside. He drove them out of the temple with a large rope that he swung like a whip. Jesus said that they had turned God’s house into a den of thieves. Doing such a thing inside the Temple was a direct challenge to the chief priests. Jesus knew what he was doing.
Jesus was arrested shortly after. When on trial before Pilate he was asked about the claims made against him but he did not reply, not even to a single charge. He remained silent and did not defend himself. That sure did not seem like the actions of a man who wanted to be set free.
Witness Testimony
 “Christ died for our sins, in accordance with the scriptures...” -Paul
Personal Testimony
“For the Son of Man himself did not come to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
“Drink all of you from this', he said. 'For this is my blood, the blood of the covenant, which is to be poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”
“My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.”






Roman Empire Dossiers





Your Task: You are an investigator during the time of the Roman Empire. You have been given the task of determining who is most responsible for the death of Jesus Christ. Your team has been asked to review three me. As you investigate each person fill in the information requested in each box below. 





Background Information:


No trial or execution in history has had such a momentous outcome as that of Jesus 2000 years ago. But was it an execution or a judicial murder; and who was responsible? The story began when the Galilean rebel Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, deliberately fulfilling a prophecy in the Hebrew Bible about the coming of the Messiah. He was cheered by an adoring crowd.


The next day Jesus went to the Temple, the heart of the Jewish religion, and attacked the money-changers for defiling a holy place. The Jewish leaders realized that he threatened their power, and so did the Romans, who feared that Jesus had the charisma to lead an uprising against Rome. Jesus was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane, tried by Caiaphas and then by the Roman Governor Pilate. He was sentenced to death and executed.





Name: Jesus of Nazareth





In one sentence summarize his motive:











Evidence that he was responsible:


1.








2.








3.








Evidence that he was not responsible:


1.














On a scale of 1 to 5 how responsible was he? Why?








Name: Caiaphas





In one sentence summarize his motive:











Evidence that he was responsible:


1.








2.








3.








Evidence that he was not responsible:


1.














On a scale of 1 to 5 how responsible was he? Why?




















Explain how all three men were necessary for the crucifixion to happen.








Write an ARE (Assertion, Reason, Evidence) that answers the following:





Who was the most responsible for the death of Jesus?





Assertion:








�


Reason:








�





Evidence 1:














Evidence 2:





Name: Pilate





In one sentence summarize his motive:





Evidence that he was responsible:


1.





2.





3. 





Evidence that he was not responsible:


1.





On a scale of 1 to 5 how responsible was he? Why?














